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CHAPTER XVI.
THE MUTINY OF 1857-58.
NO one who was within the range of the hurricane
of 1857, no one who was even on its edge, can
ever forget it When we now look back, we marvel that
a single European in that part of India was spared to
tell of its fierce struggle, its sad sights, and its fearful
perils. The annals of the Mutiny are furnished in
volumes filled with ample details. Its causes and con-
sequences have been largely discussed. My narrower
and humbler aim is to describe that terrible outbreak so
far, and only so far, as it came within my own experience
and observation. My narrative will, however, be better
understood by stating briefly the causes, which, in my
opinion, led to this great rising against us, and by giving
an outline of its progress before reaching Benares, where
we then resided.
CAUSES OF THE  MUTINY.
Our position in India is very peculiar. The history of
the world presents no parallel. A great continent, con-
taining a number of nations, possessed of an ancient
civilization, some of them composed of races given to
war and noted for their prowess, with a-population
amounting at present to 253 millions, has been brought
under the dominion of a country of lioiited extent and